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FOR 
 Withdrawing Himſelf from Roch:fler; 
. 1»  FFrote with hit own band, and ordered by him to be publiſhed. 
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= HE World cannor wonder at my withdrawing my ſelf, 1 
now this {econd time , I might have expected ſome what | 


berter uſage, after what I wrote to the prince of Orange , by iq 
: my Lord #everſhamn, and the Inſtrutions I gave him ; But | \ 
inſtead ot an Anfwer . ſuch as | mizh: have hopzd tor , Whar | 
| was to expe-t after the ulave [ received by the making the faid Earl 8 


a priſoner againſt rhe praiſe and Law of Nations » | 
The lending his own Guards at eleven at night , to take poſlc (ſ}- 
on of the poſts at White hall”, with ut advertiting me in the leaſt 
manrer of ir, The fſenling 'o mear onea clock, aftcr mi.'nightr, 
when | was in B-d, a Kind of an Order by three Lerds, to he gone 
our of mv own palace, before twelve chat fame Morning. Aﬀeec all 
this how ſhould { hope to be fate , f>I--ng as | was in the power of 
one, whohad not only done this tome , and invaded my Kinz- 
doms without any juſt cauſe given him for it? - But chat did by his 
_ firſt Declaration, lay the greareſt Aſperſion upon m2 , that malice 
_ could inyent, in thatclaule of ic which conc:rns my $>n : I appeal 
toall thar kn>w me, nav even ro him(c It, thar in their Conſcicnces, 
neicher he nor they can believe m2 1a the leaſt capai»le of fo unna- 
tural a Villany , nor of ſo little common ſenſe, ro be imp { d on 
in a thing of luch a Future as that. What had. I] then 10 expect 
| - from one, who by all Arts hath caken ſuch pains, ro make me ap- 
pear as black as hcl] to my own people, as well as to all the Worle 
| . beſides? What cff:& rhat hath had at homr, all Mankind have 
| {cen by ſo general a Deictiun in my Army, as well as in the Nation 
amongit 


— 


E# 

amongſt all ſort of people. | OI 

I was Born Free, and deſire to continue ſo, And thol haye yen- 
tured my ſelf very frankly, on ſeveral Occaſions for the good and 
honour of my Country, and am as free to do itagain, (and which 
I hope 1 ſhall yet do, as 014 as I am, to redeem it trom the layery, 
It 1s like to fall under; ) Yer I chink'irnot convenient to expoſe my 
{elf ro be ſecured, as not to be at Liberty to eftet it ; and for that 
Reaſon | withdrew, but ſoas to be within call, when ſozver the Na- 
tions Eyes ſhall be opcned, ſoas to ſee how they have been abuſed, 
and impoſed upon by the ſpecious pretences w' Religion and pro- 
perty. 1 hope it will pleaſe GOD. eo touch cheir Hearts, out of his 
infinite mercy, and to make them ſenſible of the il] condition they are 
in, and bring them to ſuch a'remper, that a Legal Parliament may 
be called; and that amongſt other things which may be neceſſary 
co be done, they will agree to Liberty of Conicience for all Prote- 
flant Diſſenters ; And that thoſe of my own perſwaſion may be {o 
farconlidered, and have ſuch a ſhare init, as they may live peace- 
ably and quictly, as Engliſh-men, and Chrift:ans ought to do, and nor 
to bc obliged to transport themſelves; which would be very grie= 


vous, eſpecially to ſuch as love thier. own Countrey t: And I appeal 
to all , who-are conſidering Men*, and” have had Experience, 
Whether any thing can make this Nation ſo great in flouriſhing, : as 
Liberty of Gonſeience > Some ot our-Neighbours dread it. ] could 
add much more toconfirm alll haye ſaid, but now is not the proper 
time, 


ROCHESTER, Deeember 22d. 
T | 1688. 


Why in this Conjunfture no Alteration ſhould be made in the 
GOVERNMENT of the CHURCH of 


$SCOTELEMANK 
By a Sincere C 


PROTESTANT 


and a Loyer of His 


Ecauſe the preſent 3. e. the Epiſcopal Government has not only 
the Advantages of Apoſtolick, Inftitution,and univerſal reception 
by all Churches , ſince the firſt propagation of Chriſtianity, 
(it being impoſſble in all the Aurhentick Records of the 

Church, to find ſo much as one ſingle Church, Goyerned by mcer 

Presbyters, till the 16th. Century , J) but als by Experience it is 

o—_ to be the beſt Adapted for the preſervation of Ocder, Peace, 

1ni.y, &e. 

"A Fhe Tyrrany of Presbytrie is unſupportable, as is eyident from 
all the Hiſtories of the late times, many man ate yer alive who 
knew this bv Experience. | 

3. The moſt part of the Nobility, Gentry and Burgeſles of this 
Nation have taken the Teft,and thereby {worn againſt Presbytrie, by 
conſequence , {uch can never conlent to, or vote for the Introducti- 
on of Presbytry or the Abolition of Enilcopacy , nor chule ſuch 
Commiſſioners, as will pr bably Voce ſo, without the eyident haz- 
ard of Perjurv; eſp-cial'y conſidering, 

4- Thar it Pres\-yrry be Eſtabliſhed, the Cov2nants muſt be renewed, 
2s is&vitent not only from the preſent proceedings of the Presbvte- 
terian 4reaches,nhorcter manycſtly to them in their Addrels lately 

"”Y 
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( 4) 
deſigned for the Prinee of Orange, þ& have mule the breach of then; 
one of the principal Arguments tor their late Faſt; bur alfo trom 
the Natural Exigencies of the Thing, it being hardly imaginable u 
pon what other Foundarion the Reititution of Prexbyery can be claim- 
ed. Briefly, -Presbyrry cannot be ſarted bur upon the As of the 
General Aſſ:mblies Anno 1533. and downward, and the Ads of-the 
Correſpondent Reſciended Pati iaments* or elſe "ic muſt begin 04 a 
new Foundation. It-ic begin»0n a new' Foundation, then the prefenc 
ſcparation of the Presbyterians trom the Chuich : as by all Law eſta- 
bliſhed muſt needs be condemned, it bing made on no tollerable 
prerences, 2 thing which by all-mzans they muſt avoid. - ang 
upon the old Found, ther all cheſe Als of Packiam-mes and Gen 
ral Aſſembliesfrom the 38. to the 64. mult revive , and by Conſe- 
quence theſe Aftsthat oblidge all Perſonsuntder th” bigheſt penalcies, 
Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, ro ſwear the Covenante. Bu: if the © 'ov-nants 
revive ( beſides rhe Material:iniquities, particularly of the Solemn 
Leagwe ) it will uhavoidably make the'molt confiderab'e part of the 
Nation eicher perjured or Miſerable. All thele mutt be perjured 
-who have taken the Declaration, Teſt, &c. and yer fhallrake the 
Cavenantrs, and all ſuch mult be: miſerable,who'will nor cake them. 
5. [ he Reſticution-of Precbyrers, will evidently have theſe further de- 
p:orable Eff-&s among. many .others. Firfft, No man » ho has been 
any ways attive in theexecutionof the Laws . or inthe Kings ſervice, 
or for the preſent Churches.intereſt : but will be in eminent haznis 
of Finning, and being rendred uncapable of all publick Truſts, ct- 
ther Civil or kcclcſiaſtical, or elſe he muſt do publick pznnance for 
what he has done. 'This-is atreadv Condelcended on, ' and venred 
by the Presbyterian partie. 24ly, All thar have taken the Teft will be 
oblidged to renounce ir, and ſubmit ro Eccleſiaſtical. Cenſures ( per- 
Hhapsto Civil too )) for having taken it- Jah, All thar have receiv 
cd Epiſcopal Ordinations or { being Laymen ) have at any ti ne Aftex. 
by vertus of Epiſcopal Commiſſions, muſt expect the ſame mcalures; 
for all theſe things are not only narurally conſequent uponthe Re- 
ſtirution of Presbyzry, but are aftrally reſolved upan by that pa: tv. 
Bur above all theſe, whether N-blemen or Gentlemen, who have 
at any time appeared in Arms, for Quaſhing the late Rebeiiions in 
the Ieft, Pifland- Hills, Bothwel Bridge, &c. are threatned with rhe 
ſeycreſt corteions, and reckoned the Arcb-bereticke, None of Pe 
thing; 
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things be, notonly a great part of the Lairyof the Nation, muſt be 
reduced to ſad ſtrairs, both in relation to Conſcience and Intereſt * 
buralſo, all the preſent conforming Clergy moſt be quite turned out 
it being unpreſumable that they can ſubmit to thele impoſitions. 
Bur it they ſhall be turned out (C beſides the evident ſtraits and ne- 
ceſlities, 10. many Families muſt be RedaQted ro, wherein yer the 
Gentrey of the Nation are Generally concerned ) the Church will 


be left almoſt -intirely Deſticute of Paſtors, there being nor ſo many 


tollerable Qualified ' Men of the Presbyrerian perſwaſion as can fill the 
5th. ar 6th. part ofthe Churches of the Nation; £ 
G,. It Presbvtry ſhall not be thus eſtabliſhed in its Integrity, bur all 


-the alerationſhal be a Non-Epiſeopacy,and the preſent Incumbants ſhal 


be permitted. ro cominue in their Offices and Stations,our deplorable 
Schiſms.and Diviſions, will continue without Remedie, as is cvident 
to any confidering Pex{on, crelle the Magiftrate muſt intirely take 
upari tiim. the Governtnent and-Difcipline of the Church, and we 
mult inſtead of true Chuich Government, haye down right Erafti- 
aniſm. NS 

7+... The eſtabliſhment of presbyrry or Eraſtianiſm - in this Kingdom, 
will naturally. tend 10 have a moſt pernicious influence upon the Pro. 
rolt ant Tutgreft within this Iſland of [Brieain, it ever popery ſhall offer a- 
gain to {up its Head- - 'The Church of Scotland, and the Church of 
Erglayd,willtiand on 'diftcrent bottoms, and'ſo will be obliged to 
detendshemſelves upon different principles, and by different Argu- 
ments, which.: (*ris to be tear'd )-will prove hard for Seorl2nd. We 
find. by:experience that the Exgliſh Clergy have kept their ground brave- 
ly agathſfpopery. ln point'of Argutrient, no Proteftant Church has ever 
juſtified; her. ſelf ſo well upon ſoſolid groands, 'and that upon the ac- 
countof her Epiſcopal eonſtitation, by: which her Ordinations are clear, 
and..the; Miſhon of: her Officers unquatrellable by the papifts, By 
defcnding:Her ſelf, She hath hitherto defended us likewiſe becauſe 
wcarc built upon the ſame. Foundation. -Bnt if we ſhall now begin 
upon another Foundation, we muſt-divide from her, and that will 
weaken her affeion towards us, and her concern in us, and we muſt 
ſtand by our ſelves: Yer God knows how unable we are to {ubſiſt 
without her aſſiſtance. The papifts love extraordinarly to Fiſh in 
troubled Watters, and to ee proteſtants divided, if therefore we caſt 
out with England (as we mult needs do it we turn down Epiſcopacy ) 
vec 


. 92 
we ſhall give the Papifs more acyantage then moſt people are as 
ware of. | 

& To endeavour the Reſtitution of Preshyrery ar this JunQuure will 
unccu: ty. dilobiige the Princeſs of Vrarge, who has tic m her Jutancy 
been Educate in the Communion ofthe Church of Erglard, and ſtill 
has proteſt her ſelt of Fpijcepal principles. It will diicblige the Prince of 
Orange , who ( as weare unconraveritbly into! med |) hasno incli- 
pationsat all that the Government of thisChurch ſhould be changed. 
Our Scotiſh Nobility who ate now at London are generally ( 4 or 5, 
Lords only cxceprecrefolved co ſtand by the pretente ſtablithment of 
the Church. Veuy' many of the Genirv who arc there,. who at 
their firſt com'ng thither, were cold an;} ca!eleſs ſeeing now further 
into the Pre:bytertan deliyns then they did before, find it their con- 
cern to Elpoule the preſent Churches interc(t, I hoſe of the Preshyzeri- 
an perſwaſion are not the 51h. or 6th. patr of the people of the Nation, 
and generally people of me.m both knowledge and Quality. Theſe 
thinzs laid toget! er may perſwade any ingenious Man to befriend 
the preſent eſtabliſhment. 

9 And what tho? it be true that ſome of our preſent Biſhops have 
dne th:ngs,and made condeſcen: io'1s,p:rhaps not entirely becoming ' 
their Charaer > ary man can calily diſtinguiſh berween the Ordexg 
and rhe Perfors, Ler the Perſons who have been guilty ſmart for ir | 
in Gods Name, but why ſhould the Order be rumed for their Mif- 
carriages? Let all poſſible care be taken ro prevent ſuch failings; for 
the Furn:e; -Ler there be a Conyocation of the Chrgy in due ſeaſon 
lec us have Canons for regulating the exerciſe of the Government and 
Difipline of the Church; Let the Explavatory At be reſcinded and 
the Church be made a little more indeperdent on the Crown. So 
that Biſhops may nor be urned out of their Chairs without a Legal 
Tryal : Let convenient Reſtraints be laid upon them, that they 
me«dle not too much in Secular Afﬀairs. Let theſe and fuchother 
uſual Regulations be made, bur let the Order be preſeryed. 
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